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Summary There is limited evidence of the costs and benefits of clinical quality registries. In a recent

systematic review (Lee et al, 2019, BMJ Open), three peer-reviewed manuscripts of
economic evaluations of clinical registries were identified. These were conducted in
registries related to surgical outcomes and sepsis in the USA, Canada and Australia. In a
report on the economic evaluation of clinical quality registries in Australia prepared by The
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care in 2016, it was estimated that
clinical quality registries had a benefit-to-cost ratio of 1.6 to 5.5, and an internal rate of
return of 23%-52%. In another recently published peer-reviewed manuscript, the costs and
benefits of the Victorian Cardiac Outcomes Registry was reported. It was found that for
every dollar spent, there was a return over $4.30 over 5 years.

Since the inception of the AuSCR in 2009, there have been significant improvements to the
quality of care observed. There is a gap in the literature related to the cost effectiveness or
return-on-investment of clinical registries related to stroke. Having data on costs and
benefits will provide evidence to policymakers to support funding for the AuSCR.

In this study, we aim to understand the impact of the AuSCR and the value it brings to stroke
care in Australia.

Research questions:

e What are the costs and benefits of quality improvement initiatives related to the
AuSCR?

e What are the operational costs of the AuSCR?

e What is the cost effectiveness or return-on-investment from the AuSCR?

e  What is the minimum number of patients that need to be treated with a certain
evidence-based therapy for the AuSCR to be considered cost effective or have a
positive return on investment?




